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Holiday mall thieves 0t f

Police urgo caution for residents v _. _ . s

BY SUSANNA SHEEHAN CLIPPER STAFF

Thieves struck mailboxes in Duxbury over theholiday weekend, ripping open Christmas cards and packages searching for checks and cash, and police are urging
residents to be vigilant about pickingup their mall as soon as possible.

OnSaturday, a local resident called police toreport hehad found mall belonging toresidents ofPowder Point discarded along Merry Avenue.

•On my way down Merry Ave.. Inoticed alot ofpapers and debris. Istopped topick itup and discovered that itappeared tobemail. After look
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Holiday mail thieves

Continued from page 1

ing at it, Idiscovered several names and addresses that included Powder Point and King Caesar and Merry Ave,' said the resident who asked to remain anonymous. "I
called the Duxbury police andOfficer Tougas cameandbetween the twoof us,we found a lotmoremail."

Police then searched King Caesar Road and Powder Point Avenue and found even more opened mail and some ripped open packages. Soon after, asecond resident
called police toreport finding opened mail onSt. George Street. Police also located more mail in neighborhoods on the Kingston town line.

According the Duxbury police chiefMatthew Clancy, mall theftiscommon during the holidays.

•This happens all the time and particularly this time of year," said Clancy. 'Every holiday season, all police departments gets acouple ofepisodes of this."

Clancy called onDuxbury residents to"be aware* and "be good neighbors' and report any unusual activity.

•If you see anybody suspicious poking around the mailboxes get on the phone to the cops," said Clancy. "If you can. collect that mail as soon as possible." Clancy
urged residents to make arrangements for a friend or neighbor to collect their mail and any packages they are expecting to prevent the thieves from striking again.
Police detective Dennis McKenney isinvestigating the crime and hehas notified the Duxbury postmaster. Letter carriers have also been instructed tobeon high alert
for suspicious activities near mailboxes. Police are asking area residents to report anything unusual they might have seen on Saturday in order to help them solve the
crime. Clancy also asked residents tocheck their home security videos toseeifthey have anything onthem that could help police identify thethieves.

For those people who have had mail or packages taken, Clancy said they must contact police assoon aspossible. The police will give them a packet from the Federal
Trade Commission that explains what they need todo protect their idenfities from theft, asthat isa byproduct ofmail theft, hesaid. Any mail and packages thepolice
have collected will be given back to residents after they are tested for fingerprints.
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